
Coloring the Workpiece
1. Color the workpiece with the darkest color you plan on using.  

In this case we will be using black as our base color.  Giving 
the workpiece a dark base will intensify the figure and color 
in the finished piece. 

2. Once the dye has dried, sand back the dye using 600 grit sand 
paper.

3. We recommend moving the workpiece still in the chuck to a 
workbench so it's easier to color on.

4. Using the marker, color directly over the figure on the 
workpiece using a dark color (red, blue, green, purple); we will 
be using blue.

5. Fill in the non-figured space with a lighter color such as green.

Filling the Markers
1. Disassemble the marker.
2. Fill the markers with your choice of dyes by using a funnel or 

pipette.  Reassemble the marker.

Preparing the Workpiece
1. Make sure the work surface to be colored has been sanded 

to 320 grit, is completely dry, and does not have any surface 
contaminants such as oil, wax, or dust. 

2. Seal the turning using a thinned sanding sealer with a ratio of 
70% sanding sealer and 30% lacquer thinner.

3. Sand back the work surface with 600 grit sandpaper.
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Blending the Colors
1. The color on the workpiece needs to be blended to remove the 

harsh lines of color and smooth everything out.
2. Blend the colors together by wiping denatured alcohol or 

yellow dye in a circular motion. 

3. If you have dye bleed to any unwanted areas, put the 
workpiece on the lathe and sand out any imperfections.

Setting the Colors
1. A nice glossy finish can be achieved using a spray lacquer.

Spray multiple light coats and let dry overnight.  Once dry, 
spray lacquer can be polished and buffed if desired.

Note: Do not use a wipe-on finish because the solvents in most 
finishes will cut the dye and leave an undesirable result.  
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